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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

Extracts from the Rev. Phinehas Pillfbury's Journal,

during a million of fix months in Vermont,
Upper Canada, and New York.

I SET out from Green, in the Diftridl of Maine, on the 2 2d
of January, 1807, and travelled and preached in different towns
until 1 arrived at Danville, in Vermont. Here is a fmall

church of Calviniftic and one of the Freewill Baptifts, and
another of the Congregatlonifts. The latter has an ordained

preacher. The other two have none. The particular Baptifts

have fome capable of leading their meetings. The church is not
in a very flouriftiing llate at prefent. They much need and defire

a reformation. O Lord, fend down thy Holy Spirit to vifit this

vine which thou haft planted in this part of thy vineyard, that it

may grow and flourifh like the willows by the water courfes.

I tarried in this place, and tried to preach fix times, and I hope
not altogether in vain. But how it will prove in the great re-

warding day is uncertain, X trufl; the bleffed God made me in

fome good degree faithful.

Thurfday, Feb. i2. I left Danville, rode 17 miles to Hardwiclc,
and preached a le^ure at the houfe of a Dn. Fuller in the Congre-
gational order. There is a church of tliat order in this town,
and another of the Freewill Baptifts. There is but very little ftated

preaching of any kind in this vicinity ; but much lefs true apoftol-

ic preaching and practice. 1 preached one more levflure here, and
appointed to return the third Lord's day. I next vifited Greenf.

borough. Here is another fmall Congregational church in a def-

litute condition. They are very cautious how they receive Bap-
tift preachers j but as I was a uiiflionary, they received me witk
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as much cordiality, as could be expefred under their prefent view
of things. I preached here on the Lord's day, and appointed a
ledlure on my return next week. Monday was fo cold and bluf-

tering, I thought it not prudent to ride. Tuefday being more
pleafan&a^ rode feven miles to Crafcfbury, where arQ two organ-
ized chan:hes, both Calviniftic ; one Baptift, the other Congrega-
tional ; both deftitute of Hated preaching at prefent. Th2 Con-
gregationalifts buried their minifter laft autumn. The Baptifts

difmilfed theirs in good (landing laft September. He was not
their paftor, but an ordained member of the church, and fo im-
proved among them. He is now preaching at Lancafter and Jef-

ferfon in New Hampfhire. 1 tarried in this vicinity about a
month*; preached principally in three towns I fpent two Lord's
days with the church in CraftPjury, and broke bread to them.
They manifefted their thanks to the fociety for the vi(jt. They
are a feeble band, earneftly defiring, and greatly needing help.

0 my God, be thou their helper, and guard them againft the in-

roads of the enemy on every fide. Here is a large field for mif-

fionary labours. I was informed, that, in the county of Orleans,

there is no regular, ordained preacher, of any denomination ; be-

fide a multitude of deftitute places in other counties adjoining.

Wednefday, March 1 1. 1 left thefe quarters, and fet my face to-

wards the Upper Canada, travelling days and preaching evening

ledures where I put up, as often as I could ; fometimes with great

fatisfadion, and not without fome fpecial tokens of God's prefence.

1 fpent Lord's day, March 15, with the church in Stanbridge,

(Lower Canada.) 1 next eroded Miffifque bay into Alburgh,
(Ver.) where has been a reformation of late, and the converts are

moftly Baptifts ; they had fent for a council to form them into a
church. Ithink they faid there were about ninetywho expedled to be

organized. I preached but one leflure among them, hence I had
very little opportunity to know their fentiments ; but was inform-

ed that fome of them were very well indodlrinated, others were not.

I crofTed the lake into New York, vifited Elder Culver in the town
of Champlain. He has the care of a fmall church, in this town, be-

(ides fome branches in other places. I vifited one of thefe branch-

es in Ellis' Seigniory, Lower Canada. I fpent one Lord's day
here, preached a number of ledlures, and baptized a fifter. I vifited

Chataugay, a town on the great road from Platrfburgh, to Upper
Canada. They requefted me to ftop and fpend the Lord's day
with them. I accordinely did, and had fome fatisfadlion in preach-

ing the gofpel to them. They gave a very ferious attention to the

word, and were glad of the opportunity ; and fome perhaps were

truly thankful. I left this place and rode on with difficulty on ac-

count of the great fnows which fell about this time. I came out

to the river St. Lawrence, at St. Riges, an Indian village, lying

on the fouthern fide of the river, againft Upper Canada. It was

difficult croffing the river at this time, and from what infornia-
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tion I could get, I thought it rfloft elligible to ride up on the ibuth

fide of the river, as I was informed of a number of new fettle-

ments, which feldom, if ever, are vifited by miffionaries, or any

other preachers. The firfi: of thefe fettlements is about ten miles

from the village in the town^ ef MafTena, St. Lawrence county,

New-York. I was the firft miffionary that e\^r vifited them.

They were glad of the opportunity, and gave good attention to

preaching, although chey are, moft of them, undoubtedly uncon-

verted people. Some of them told me that ihey had heard but

one fermon before, for four years, and fome not one. I continued

my route up the river as far as Lifbon, and then I croffed the river

over into Upper Canada. This was about four miles below a

fmall village by the name of Johnftown, where I ftopped and

preached a lecture from thefe words, " We pray you in Chrift's

(lead, be ye reconciled to God." They gave good attention and
appeared glad of the opportunity. I hope it was for their good.

I rode to Augufta, where I found a little number of dlfciples

greatly need'aig help. They were exceedingly glad to fee a mif-

fionary of their own perfualion come among them, for they had
heard but little evangelic preaching for a long while ; therefore,

this vifit was very feafonable, and refrefhing to thefe dear difciples.

They appeared like new born babes, earnettly defiring the fmcere

milk of the word, that they might grow thereby. I tarried in

this place about three weeks ; preach%d on three Lord's days,

befides a number of lectures on week days. I alfo baptized a
young woman, and gave her a certificate of her baptifm, as there

was no church in the place. In this vicinity there is a large iTum-

ber of inhabitants, and they arc deftitute of preaching, except fome
Methodlll preaching, and many are not fatisfied with that. Many
of them appear to be ferlous, well minded people, and in general

they gave a remarkable attention to preaching. I reallj? think

that much good might be done for the honour and glory of God
in this place, if fuitable labour could be fpent among them. I

vifited the church in Baftard, which is under the care of Elder
Daniel Derbyfiiire. I found them fomewhat low, but not alto-

gether difcouraged. They appeared exceedingly glad of the vifit,

and manifeRed their thanks to God, and to the fociety, for fending

miflionaries among them. I baptized a man and his wife in the

fellowftiip of this church, and left them under the care of the good
Shepherd. O kind Shepherd, take care of thy fheep and thy lambs,

and keep them from devouring wolves. I vifited moft of the

towns and pkces between where I cro/fed the river, and the twenty
mile woods, below Kingfton. They told me that the road was fo

bad through the woods, that; it w^ould be difficult getting along ;

I therefore returned back down the river, and recroffed at Ofe-

gatche the 28th of May, and took the new ftate road to Black riv-

er. This road is about 60 miles through the wildernefs, very thin-

ly inhabited at prefent ; but they are moving in upon it very faft.
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I fpent one Lord*s day in one of thefe new fettlements, whxth wai
chiefly made of fettlers who moved in this winter and fpring ; a
number of them belong to baptized churches. They have fet up
meetings on Lord's days, and apptjfcr determined to fupport the
vifibility of rehgion among them, God helping. I crolled Black
river into Champion, and called upon elder Pool, who ha? the care

of a church in this town. I preached one lednre among them. I

undcrftood by the elder, that they were in good (landing, but low
in the exercifes of rehgion. The Lord hath been pleafed to fend
a heavy affliction upon the elder's family this winter pad, partic-

tilarly in taking away his fecond fon by death. He was a prom-
ifmg young man of about eighteen years of age ; had made no
open profeliion of religion, but had been under ferious impreffions

of mind. After he was taken fick, he manifelted an anxious de-

fire to get well. His father v.'ifhed to know the caufc of his anx-

iety ; he faid he wifhed to get well fo that he might tell Chriftians,

and manifeft to the world that he had a hope in God. But before

he died he was quite refigned, and called his friends and acquain-

tance around his bedfide, and talked to them wonderfully ;
efpe*

crally to his young companions, charging them not to fpend their

time in vanity ; but to fear God, and work righteoufnefs. He bid

them all farewel, and left fhis world in peace.

** Jesus can make a dying- bjsd,

Feel soft as downy pillars are ;

While on his breast I lean my head.
And breathe my life out sweetly there."

I rode down the river to Watertov^m, and preached two ledlures ;

and then went to Perch Creek, and fpent one Lord's day, and
preached a number of lectures, with great fatisfadlion and fome
tokens of good. There is a baptized church here in good (land-

ing, in regular order, well indodlrinated, but deftitute of an elder.

A large fociety might be colle(5ted here ; for moft of the people

are Baptifts by perfuafion. They hng delightfully, and appear

very ferious and attentite. I vifited the people at Pleafant river,

and preached among them feveral times. I did not find many
profeflbrs in this place'; yet, I truft, bleffed be God, fome are real

poffeilors of vital religion ; but it is to be feared that moft of the

people here are too amazingly carelefs about the one thing needful.

I left this place and rode to the fouth part of Watertown ;
fpent

one Lord's day, and preached feveral times befides. Here I think

appeared as great a profpeft of a reformation as in any place 1 had
been fmce I left home. I believe this vifit was bleft to fome, and
"will be had in everlafting remembrance before God. I think there

might be a very large, refpe<5lable fociety colle(fled here, if they

could be fupplied ftatedly w'ith faithful preaching.

On Wednefday and Thurfday, the 24th and 25th of June, I at-

tended in council at Henderfon, for the purpofe of ordaining two of

the bretljiea in that church to tlie gofpel miniftry. After we had
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convened, the two brethren prefented themfelves for examination.

Brother John B. Carpenter came forward firft, and gave in his expe-

rience, call, and articles of faith ; then brother Emerv Ofgood gave

in his. For certain reafons the council thought it not expedient to

ordain brother Carpenter ; but proceeded to the ordination of

brother Ofgood. Elder Parfons delivered a well adapted difcourfe

founded on i Cor. ix. 16. " For though I preach the golpel, I

have nothing to glory of ; for neceffity is laid upon me ; yea, wo
is unto me if I preach not the g^fpel." It fell to my lot to make
the ordaining prayer ; brother Peleg Card gave a very folemn

charge, and brother Pool gave the right hand of fellowlhip. We
had a very folemn, good time. I trufl; we had the approbation of

Heaven, if not of men.
I now took my route towards Rome ; rode thirty miles to Red-

field,- and fpent a Lord's day in that place. I preached in a large

fchool houfe to a crowded, attentive audience, from thefe words,
*"* Be of good courage, and he fhali ftrengthen your heart, all ye

that hope in the Lord.'* Pfalm xx.xi. 24. Here 1 found a num-
ber of dear difciples, who were longing to hear the pure gofpel of

Chrift. They told me that they had not heard a fermon for about

eight months. They were very glad of this vifit, and manifell-

ed their thanks to the fociety for their benevolence. I left this

town and took a circuitous route back to Louville, preaching lec-

tures on the way. Here are a number of fcattered brethren who
were once embodied into a church, upon the open communion
plan, and had an elder ordained among them of the fame faith

and order ; but be has left them, and is now preaching in Rutland.
He has altered his mind in that particular, and the church is all

broken to pieces, as I believe all will formed on that plan. Some
of them are nov/ for open communion, and fome for clofe; fo they

cannot agree among themfelves to form into any order. Ble/Ted

God, fend down tliy holy Spirit to lead them into truth, to guide
them in the right way ; fo that they may all underftand what is

right, and unite together in folemn covenant according to apoftolic

order, and walk in fellowftiip as brethren in Chrift. I fpent the

firft; Lord's day in July among this people with fome fatisf dion,
and I hope not without fome profit to the hearers. I preached three

times ; twice from i Cor. i. 18, " For the preaching of the crofs

is to them that perlfh foolifhnefs ; but unto us which are faved it is

the power of God." The third time 1 preached from thefe words,
" And if the righteous fearcely be faved, where fhall the ungodly
and the fmner appear ?" The hearers gave a very good attention,

and appeared affected with truth, but it is to be feared that moft of
them are very carelefs about their foul's eternal falvation

; efpe-

cially the youth who are much taken up with the vain amufements
of time. O Lord! turn off their eyes from beholding vanity,

and av/aken their fouls to fear thee, their rightful Lord and Sove-
reign.
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Monday, July 6, T rode 14 miles to elder Parfons' in Turin,
and preached a ledure at his houfe at 4 o'clock, with freedom of
mind, from Gal. vi. 14. The church in Turin hath three breth-

ren befides the elder, who improve in a public manner. O God !

make them able minifters of the New Teftament,.

Tuefday, July 7, rode in company with elder Parfons to Ley-
don, and preached at a fchool houfe, from Eph. ii. 10, " For we
are his workmanfhip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good works,

which God hath befoYe ordained, that we fnould walk in them.'*

Here is a baptized church in this town, which is in good (landing,

but not very flourifhing at prefent. Elder Clark is their paftor.

Wednefday I rode on to Boonville, and preached a ledure to a

large afTcmbly from Rev. xxii. a part of the 17th verfe, " And
whofoever will, let him take the water of life freely." O that

poor fmners might be brought to fee and feel their perifliing need
of this water, and then take and drink, and live forever. I next

vifited Steuben. Here are two baptized churches, and one Con-
gregational ; the Welch Baptifts have an elder, the other none.

They are between 30 and 40 in number, in good ftanding, but

they are low in religion ; yet they keep up their meetings and good
difcipline. I delivered two difcourfcs to them, with fome fatis-

faction, and I hope to fome good purpofe ; then bid them farewel,

and rode 18 miles, to Newport, Herkimer county. Here is a

Baptift church of about 60 members. I confented to fpend the

Lord's day with them. O Lord, prepare me to fpeak unto the

people with plainnefs and fervour, and prepare the people to hear

with that attention which becomes dying creatures bound to eternity.

Lord's day, July 12, I preached to a large congregation from

John v. 40, and from i Peter iv. 18. We met in a mill ; brother

Card was prefent, and preached at a fchool houfe near the fame

place, at 5 o'clock, from " What think ye of Chrift ?" O my
bleffed God,* give me to think more highly of Chrift, and more
meanly of myfelf

!

I now began to make towards the North river, preaching lec-

tures on my way as often as I could. I was informed that the

church at Pittftown, where our beloved Co veil ufed to preach,

was deftitute ; but when I came there I found they were fup^lied

with a young man by the name of Hafcal, 1 fliould have gone to

fome other place, if there had been any one deftitute near by, but

as there was none, I fpent Lord's day in concert with brother

Hafcal, with fatisfaction, and I hope to profit.

Monday, July 20, fet out for Bofton ; reached there Thurfday,

23d. In all my journey, I truft, the Lord hath been with me in a

fpecial manner, to aftift in preaching his bleffed gofpel to perifliing

fmners, and to give fuccefs to the fame in fome meafure ; but no

great awakenings have 1 feen fince I left home. I heard that

there was a glorious work going on in a number of towns in Ver-

mont and New York, on the eaft fide of lake Champlain, and in
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fome other places in the ftate of New York. O Lord ! carry on
thy gracious work until the earth is filled with thy glory.

On this miflion I have fpent 6 months, rode 1 1 27 miles, preached

155 times, baptized four perfons, and attended toother miffionary

labours. I have enjoyed good health, for the which I ought t«

be thankful. I received 1 1 dols. 42 cents, and expended 8 dols,

1 1 cents. Yours, &c.

P. PILLSBURY.

Extraft from the Rev. Henry Hale's Journal, dated

Sedgwick, Sept. 21, 1807, addreffed to the Chair-

man of the Society.

Dear Sir,

I ENTERED upon my miflion on Monday, the firft day of

June. Left Pleafiint river and rode to Chandlerfville. Tuefday 2d.

preached in the fchool houfe in the afternoon to a goodly number
of attentive hearers. Wednefday, rode to Machias, Eaft river, in

order to get a pafTage to Little river. Here I waited two days.

1 thought it not proper to give out an appointment, left I might
meet with a paffage, and difappoint the people. Saturday arrived

at Little river. Lord's day 7. Preached at brother John Davis's

to a very folemn affembly. This was a precious feafon. I found
the Lord was ftill at work among the people. Here I tarried

through the week endeavouring to inftruft them as opportunity

prefented. Saturday 13. We met in conference ; twelve came
forward as candidates for baptifm, and gave evidence of a work of
grace in their hearts. Lord's day 14. Preached at brother Davis*

to a crowded affembly ; many were melted under the word. In
the intermiffion one woman came forward and gave evidence of
her being a new creature. After the other public exercifes were
clofed, we repaired to the river fide, and nine perfons were baptiz-

ed. This was a bleffed feafon indeed. Moft of the candidates

came up out of the water giving glory to God. The fpeftator?;

appeared very folemn, and many were much affeded. But fevr

prefent had ever feen the ordinance adminiftered before.

Monday 15. Took pafTage with a number of brethren and
came up to Machias, Eall river. Tuefday in the afternoon preach-
ed. Wednefday rode to Chandlerfville. Here I tarried over
the Sabbath and preached feveral times. Monday 22. Rode to

Addifon. Here, according to previous appointment, I met with
elder J. Haines. We had one meeting in this place, and one in

Columbia ; then rode in company to Machias, Eafl; river, where
we had two meetings more. Friday, 26. Returned to Little

river, in company with elder Hainejs, and others. Satur-

day, at I ©'clock, elder Haine» preached from Ads ii* 41, 42.
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After fermon, a number came forward and related their experi-
ence, and gave evidence of having paffed from death to life.

Lord's day 28. In the forenoon I tried to preach from Ifa. xliii.

21. In the afternoon elder Haines preached from Luke xii. 32.
We then repaired to the water, where elder Haines baptized nine.

The baptized then formed themfeives in a line upon the bank of the
river, and we read to them the confeffion of faith and covenant, to
which tjiey cheerfully agreed. We then proceeded to give them the
right hand of fellowihip as a church of Chrift, and then returned
to the houfe of worlhip, where we joined in happy communion at

the Lord's table. This v/as a day which, I truft, will not loon be
forgotten.

Monday 29. I delivered a farewel difcourfe, (not expedting to

fee them again for fome time) from 2 Cor. xiii. 1 1. After I had
concluded, brother Haiaes delivered another difcourfe from
2 Cor. V. 17. This faemed to be an overflowing feafon of the

Jieavenly influence. I truil all the faints prefent had a feaft to

day. Tuefday 30. This morning had a very melting, parting

feafon. We then took a pafTage up to Machias, Eaft river, and
at 5 o'clock, I preached in the fchool houfe, trom 2 Thef. i. 7, 8, 9.
Brother Haines exhorted and prayed. 1 truft the feafon was not
in vain. Wednefday, July i. Brother Haines preached again in

the fame place. The Chriftians feemed to be waking up. Thurf-
day 2. Rode in company with brother Benj. Ames, to Chand-
lerfville. Brother Ames preached at 5 o'clock ; I gave a word of

exhortation, and clofed with prayer. Friday 3. Brother Haines
came on and preached in the fchool houfe, at half paft 10 o'clock,

in the forenoon. Here we parted, and I went down the river

about 1 2 miles, to Moofepekey-reach, where I fpent the Sabbath.

Here I found the people quite folemn and attentive, and they ap-

peared thankful for preaching. Sabbath evening, returned

again to Chandlerfville, and gave out an appointment for a meet-
ing the next day. Monday 6. Elder Ring came on from the

weftward aiul preached in the afternoon. Thurlday, we rode in

company to Machias, Eaft river, and had a meeting in the after-

noon. Wednefday, rode to the Weft river, where we both preach-

ed in the afternoon. After meeting we rode back to Eaft river

again. Thurfday at 4 o'clock, elder Ring preached at brother

Paul Fofter's. I truft our meetings were not in vain, for faints

feemed to be quickened, and fonie of the impenitent were afFedled.

Friday 10. Went down the river about 8 miles to a place call-

ed Buck's Harbour, an extreme part of Chandlerfville ; here are

about 12 families, who have had but little preaching among them.

At four o'clock, I preached to a fmall aflembly, who appeared

very attentive. Saturday, preached at 4 o'clock ; numbers were

much afFeded. Lord's day, 10. Preached to a crowded, folemn

alTembly, who had colleded from aim oft every quarter. Some
had come as far as 10 railes. After raeeting, went aboyt twelve
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miles by water to Little river. Monday in the afternoon, preach-

ed at brother Davis's. This was a good time. Tuefday in the

afternoon, preached again at the fame place. After fermon a
number came forward and offered themfelves for baptifm. We
then went to the water, where three were baptized and added to

the church. This was a melting, joyful feafon.

Wednefday 15. Came in company with a number of brethren

aboiu 10 miles up to the plantation called Orange, and preached
in the afternoon; this was a folemn fealbn. I believe God was with

us of a.truth. The Lord is carrying on his work in this little vil-

lage. One young woman, who appeared to be awakened, informed

me that fhe was 21 years of age, and had never heard a fermon
before.

Thurfday, walked through the woods up to Eaft river. Friday
rode to Middle river and preached, and then returned to Eaft river.

Lord's day 12. Preached in the meeting houfe to a very folemn
affembly. It was thought there were about 300 people prefent,

fome of whom had come as far as 20 mii-s. Thib week I fpent

preaching almoft every day in different neighbourhoods, down
Machias river. Our meetings were folemn, and I believe God
was with us.

Lord's day 26. Preached in a barn at Buck's harbour. There
"were about 150 people prefent. This was a folemn time ; num-
bers appeared greatly affected. After meeting, catne up the river

about 4 miles. Monday in the afternoon, preached to a crowded,
folemn allembly. After meeting, came to Eaft river, where I met
with brother i\nfley, from St. John's, and the day following heard
him preach. This week I had contemplated to leave this region,

and goon to the eaftward ; but there appeared to be fuch a prof-

pe(5t of the increafe of the work of God, that I felt conftrained

to give it up.

Wednefday 29. Went down the river again, where I fpent the
week in preaching and vifiting from houfe to houfe. Lord's day,
Auguft 2. Preached in Mr. John Homes' barn, in the fouth eaft

corner of Machias. The affembly was quite large, and very fol-

emn. The people now flocked from every quarter to hear the
word. Monday in the afternoon, attended a meeting at Eaft river.

Tuefday went on board a boat to go to Little river ; went part of
the way, and was prevented by a heavy ftorm. Wednefday walk-
ed through the woods about 7 miles to Little river, and preached
Thurfday and Friday. Saturday, at i o'clock, met for church
conference. A number came forward and related their experi-
ences, and gave fatisfadion. At 3 o'clock, we went to the water,
where fix were baptized ; this was a precious feafon. We then re-
turned to the houfe, and thefe were added to the church, which
made their number 29. The church then made choice of two of
their brethren for deacons ; the reft of the day was fpent in con-
ference.

X X
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Lord*s day, Aug. 5. This morning went on board a boat, ac^

companied by two other boats, (the whole containing 38 people)

and came about 12 miles to my appointment at Mr. Homes'. ' We
arrived at half paft 10 o'clock, and found a large concourfe of

people, colle(5ted from Machias, and from three unincorporated

towns or plantations. This was a folemn day indeed. 1 believe

God was with us of a truth. This week I fpent in preacjiing

and vifiting from place to place. The attention appeared to in-<

creafe from day to day. Lord's day, 16. Preached in Eaft river

meeting houfe, to a large attentive affembly. Many appeared to

be melted under the word. In the intermiffion, one woman^cam^
forward and gave evidence of her being a new creature. After

meeting we repaired to the river, and I baptized her. She came
up out of the water praifing God, and giving t;hanks that fhe

was counted worthy to follow the footfteps of her Redeemer.
This week I preached and vifited from place to place. Lord's

day 23. Preached in Mr. Homes' barn again. This was a fol-

emn day, although the a/fembly was fmall by reafon of a heavy

rain ftorm. This week I rode as far as Pleafant river, and preach-

ed feveral times ; returned to Eaft river on Friday evening. Sat-

urday met for conference, and had a melting feafon. A number
came forward as candidates for baptifm. Lord's day 30. Preach-

ed in the meeting houfe. A folemn awe feemed to pervade the

whole a/Tembly. It was thought there were nearly 500 people

prefent. After meeting we repaired to the river, when five were
baptized. This was a blelTed time; a day, I truft, that will not

foon be forgotten. 1 tarried through the week and preached the

next Lord's day at Mr. Homes*. The work appeared to increafe.

I then fet my face towards home. I arrived at Sedgwick, Sept,

1 1, and found I had great caufe to blefs God, although one of my
fifters had departed this life in my abfence. I have omitted many
things, but cannot add. I hope you will hear further good news
from the regions of the eaft. I expedl to return to the eaftward
next week. 1 have only room to fubfcribe myfelf yours in the

beft of bonds.

HENRY HALE.

Extrad from the Rev. Mr. Roots* Letter, addrelTed

to the Truftees of the Maffachufetts Baptift Miflion-

ary Society, dated Unadilla,.Sept. 7, 1807.

Dear. Brethren^

IN a letter, which I fent laft winter, I gave you fome account

of my miflionary labours, to the firft of January, 1807. In Janu-

ary, February, and March, I fpent ten weeks in the fervice of the
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fociety ; and vifited a number of places in the counties of Onon-

dago, Madifon, and Oneida. And in Locke, Solon, and fome oth-

er places, there was fome fpecial attention to religion.

March 17. I fet off on a tour, intending to vifit the BJack

river country ; but firft vifited Salifbury, Tilloborough, Norway,

and Denmark, and then pUrfued my route to Black river.

March 30. I preached at Boonville, and the next day rode

through the fnowftorm to Leydon, and app6inted to preach at a

fchool houfe in that place ; but it continued to fnow fo faft all

day, that very fe\Y came out ; therefore we adjourned after prayer,

till tomorrow noon. April i. A few got through the deep fnow

to the fchool houfe, to whom I preached. After fermon, with

much fatigue, I got three or four miles to brother Aaron Parfons',

in Turin ; an3: was glad to find a comfortable (belter under the

roof of a Chriftian brother, a lover of hofpitality. The next

day, with his help, I got three miles to elder Stephen Parfons*.

April 3. The ftorm not yet over, and it being impoffible to pur-

fue my joiTrney, elder Parfons and I, with difficulty, got one quar-

ter of a mile to Dea. Higby's. April 4. Saturday ; ftill ftormy,

and the wind high ; no travelling, and but little intercourfe

among neighbours, and that little chiefly on fnow flioes. The
fnow at Turin, and places adjacent, is thought to be on an average

fix feet deep ; fome fay it is more than fix feet. The highefl: fen-

ces are generally covered. Lord's day, April 5. This morning,

(the ftorm being over) the inhabitants turned out with fhovels,

horfes, &c. and broke a path, fo that people began to ftir a little,

and a few got together at elder Parfons', and 1 preached to them
there ; for it was not pradicable to get to the place appointed for

meeting.

Monday, April 6th. I travelled 14 miles to Louville, and
preached in the evening. In many places to day the bottom of

the path was as high as the top of the fences. I purfued my jour-

ney fo far as to Adams, on Sandy Creek, and then returned, preach-

ing from place to place, on my way to the county of Onondago,
and arrived at my houfe in Fabius, April 2 f , and found my family

in comfortable health. From this time till the i6th of May, I

was employed (except a few days fpent in domeftic concerns) in

miffionary labours in deftitute places not far from home.
May 1 6th. I left my family in comfortable health, not expefl-

ing to fee them again for a confiderable time. Lord's day. May
17th. I preached in the town of German. I next vifited the

county of Broome, and preached a number of fermons \r. different

.places in this county. I then proceeded to the Great Bend on the

Sufquehannah river, in the ftate of Pennfylvania, and preached
there Lord's day, May 24. On Monday, I preached at a place

called Law's Settlement. It rained on Tuefday, and the people
were taken up with training ; therefore I did not preach. Wed-
nefday 1 preached in the town of Nickelfon, in a new fettlement
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called the Nine Partners, from nine perfons from Attleborough,
who firil began this fettlement. From this place, on my way to
Delaware river, 1 pa^ed through the Beach Woods, a very rough
and difagreeable country ; and preached at Clifford, Mount Pleaf-
ant, Bethany, and Cherry ridge. There are many in the Beach
Woods, who call themfeives free communion Baptifts. I hope
fome of them are pious ; but I fear the greater part of them are
lax, both in fentiment and praftice. There is a large extent of
country here, without any regular church. But a number in

tliefe parts, I think, would come into gofpel order, and cliurch
travel, if they had fuitable affiftance. O'may the Lor^ fend them
all needed help !

June I ft. 1 vifited elder Purdy, near Lackawack, and preached
at his houfe ; was pleafed with him, and with what I faw and
heard among his people. The next day he accompanied me a few
miles to a place where I preached at the houfe of a Pedobaptift
deacon. The day following I rode to Milford, ort the Delaware
river, and preached there in the evening.

June 4th. I croffed into Suifex county, in the back" part of the

ftate of New Jerfey. A great part of the people in this county are

deftitute. I fpent the remainder of this week among them, and
preached on Lord's day at Sparta. From this time for the fpace

of one week I did not confider myfelf in the fervice of the fociety.

But, in the m^an time, I vifited and preached at New York and
Newark, and on Lord's day, June 14th, I preached twice, and
broke bread, at Scotch V\ '"ns, (elder Van Horn being too unwell
to preach,) and preached a third fermon at a brother Manning's.

Monday, June 15th. I preached a funeral fermon near Somer-
fet court houfe. But to give you a particular account of my trav-

els and proceedings, each day by itfelf, would make my letter quite

too long. Therefore I fhall only make fome general remarks. I

proceeded on my tour to Eafttown, in Pennfylvania, and thence t(f

Wilkfbarre, (or Wyoming) on the Sufquehannah river. I preach-!

cd feveral times between thefe two places. But a confiderable

part of the way,- the country is fo poor, that it is but very thinly

inhabited. I called at a great part of the fcattered houfes, and
endeavoured to give fome fuitable inftru<51ion, and left fome relig-

ious books with the people. After preaching at one of thefe

houfes, I aflced a young woman, fourteen or fifteen years of age, if

fhe thought any thing about her foul. She replied, " Yes, fir ;

but I have a poor chance to hear preaching, I never had oppor-

tunity to hear a fermon before this."

On the Sufquehannah river, I preached at Wilkfbarre, Vljm-

outh, Kingfton, and thence up the river, at Exeter, Northmoreland,

Tunkhannock, Braintrim, Springfield, Wyfox, Teewonday, Stef-

heguin, and Tioga Point, in the counties of Luzerne and Ly-

coming. And thence I came into the ftate of New York and vif-

ited feveral places on my way to Fabius. I arrived at niy houfe
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the loth of July, and found my dear compamon recovering flow-

ly from a fevere fit of ficknefs, which had brought her, appar-

ently, on the brink of the grave.

I think ihofe parts of Pennfylvania, which I have vifited in this

tour, and places bordering on that ftate, ftand in as great need of mif-

fionary labours, as any part of the world in which I have travelled.

The greater part of the people appear to be quite regardlefs of

fpiritual things. But in almoft every place here and there one

manifefts fome love to the truth, and great joy in having an op-

portunity to hear the gofpel preached. Axid thefe few were like

fo many Aarons and Hurrs^ to (tay up my hands, and encourage

my heart, whilll: travelling amongfl them. I believe 1 was the

only Baptill miffionary ever feen in thofe parts. For a great dif-

tance on Sufquehannah liver, in Pennfylvania, there is but very

little preaching. At Wilkfbirre there is a Pedobaptill minifter,

and at Exeter, a Baptiil: minifter, by the name of Dimock ; they

appear to be agreeable men, and fond of each other ; but both com-
plain for the want of the company and affiftance of minifters ; while

the calls fiom the deliilute places about them are very numerous.
Lali Wednefday and Thurfday, I attended the Otfego AfTocia-

tion, and the interview was agreeable. Since the Affociation, I

have been' preaching in Butternuts and Unadilla. There are

four Baptift churches in Butternuts. Two of them are deftitute

of paftors. In Franklin, God has poured out his fpirit the feafon

part, and between one and two hundred have beep added to the

church under the care of elder Robinfon. Some other places

have alfo experienced a pleafing reformation. I hope that my
health, and the health of my family may be fuch in future, as not

to interrupt my miffionary labours : I have therefore concluded to

accept of the appointment fent me, and wmII endeavour to devote fo

much of my time to miffionary labours, between this and the next

raeeiing of the fociety, as God in his providence may permit.

And may God blefs the fociety for his Son's fake. Amen.
PETER P. ROOTS.

Extradl of a T.etter from the Rev. Mr. Chapin, dated
Campton, Oclobcr 23, 1807, to the Chairman of

the Society.

Rev. and dear Sir,

I HAVE, through the goodnefs of our divine Father, accom-
pliflied a milTionary tour of thirteen weeks and one da«. I left

home the firft day of July, and returned the laft of September.

1 preached 73 times in 36 towns. A readinefs to attend preach-

ing was much more apparent, than ferious attention to the one
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thing needful. Twice I adminiftcred the Lord's fupper
; baptized

3 perfons, and faw others who doubted infant fprinkling : Indeed
I found but few who chofe to fpeak in favour of it. The hunn-

bling dodlrin^s of free, fovereign grace, are ^niwelcome to many.
I have thoughts of making you a vifit this fall ; but muft leave

it as very uncertain. iSome perfons have lately been baptized in

this town, and a fmall number have been gathered into a church
ftate. I am more oppofed, as a Baptift, in thefe parts than in

any which I have vifited ; but I doubt not but the things which
happen to me will be directed to promote the caufe again ft which
they are urged.

1 rejoice that Mr. Clay has favoured our hopes for the dear

bereaved church with which he is now engaged. May he have
many feals of his miniftry among the people of his charge. T
^ruft you poflefs the moft correct information refpe^ing revivals

of religion. I hope I may foon fee the eleventh No. of your Mif-

fionary Magazine. From Connecticut, magazines have ceafed,

and no milBonariri were fent laft fummer from that State to the

towns I vifited.

The harveft is great, and the Lord of the harveft is glorious,

and will do great things in the ciufe for which he has fhed his

blood. If I am called to endure tribulation for him, 1 know I

may have confolation by him, vvhich can afford greater joy than

all the honours and pleafures of a vain world. Frowns or fmiles

from the world cannot long affed: me. 1 defire to render un-

feigned thanks to the Father of mercies, who has kept me to the

prefent moment. Such indulgence I cannot long expedt in this

mortal ftate. Although I profefs to be a teacher in religion, I

appear to myfelf more like a learner. 1 greatly need to kr^ow

more of the gentlenefs and meeknefs of our divine Mafter.

Your afFeclionate friend and brother,

PELATIAH CHAPIN.

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Samuel Rowley
to a Minifter in Bofton, containing a very pleafing

Account of a Revival of Religion in the Town of

Granville and its Vicinity, in the State of New
York; dated at Granvillcj Od. 20, 1807.

Rev. and dear Sir,

THE profperity of Zion is truly animating to every Chriftian

heart ; and good news from a fiir country is like cold water to a

thirfty foul. God has of late been pleafed to grant us a gracious

vifitation of his Holy Spirit ; and we have enjoyed refreOyng fea-

fons from the prefence of the Lord. Some more than a year has
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•lapfed fince the work began in the minds of feveral ; but was
fcarcely vifible until the laft of November, 1 806. At this time a
young perfon, who had lately entertained a hope, was baptized

;

and at the water fide, afFe^lionately invited the young people to

follow her in the religion of her Saviour. The ordinance was
performed. After which I addreffed the people with more thaa

common freedom. The fcene was truly folemn. God was pleaf-

ed to blefs his own inflitution that day. Many were pricked ia

the heart, and began from that good hour to attend to things eter-

nal. We attended conference meetings in different places, and
many expreffed great concern for their fouls. My poor, unwor-
thy heart began to rejoice in the falvation of the Lord; and
more than common defires for the fpreading of the work increaf-

cd in my foul.

My time and attention were employed in vifiting, converfing,

and praying from houfe to houfe. The employment was truly

interefting. To fee feme greatly diftrelTed in mind, being deeply

impreffed with a fenfe of their mifery and wo ; whilfl: others re-

joiced with joy unfpeakable and full of glory, was a fight truly

afFe^ing. The work went on with a pleafmg and folemn gra-

dation. It fpread into every part of the vicinity, and many en-

joyed its happy bleflings. We attended 5, and fometiraes 6 even-

iYig meetings in a week ; and church meetings for the admlffion

of members every Saturday. Thefe meetings were peculiarly

agreeable, and greatly bleffed to the awakening of fouls ; for ia

tliem young converts with older Chrillians fung, converfed, and
prayed with great freedom. Such prelibations of heavenly joy
are beyond defcription glorious. Our worfliipping aflemblies

were very numerous and folemn. God appeared in the midll of
his fandluary and carried on his glorious work.

More or lefs I baptized on almoft every Sabbath, from the lad
of December to the laft of March ; after which our additions

^"were not fo often. And notwithftanding the feverity of the

tveather, numerous crowds colledled at the water's fide, and can-

didates defcended into the liquid grave with the greateft degree of
calmnefs and pleafure. Thefe baptifmal occafions were really

quickening to faints, and greatly bleffed to the fpread of convic-

tion. Since the commencement of this revival, 96 have been add-
ed to the church ; none of whom manifefted any trials refpeding

the inftitutions of the houfe of God ; although there is a Congre-
gational church and minifter dwelling amongft us. To this

church there were no additions
;
yet they appeared to be candid

and meafurably friendly.

People of almoft every age were made partakers of the rich

bleflings of God in this work. Children, young people, middle
aged, and aged were taught by the Mafter of a/Tembliss to fing

hofannas to the Son of David. In general they gave fatisfadory

evidence of a work of grace on their hearts ; and their Hianner uf
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living has greatly evinced the fincerity of their profeflion. Some
people, belonging to Congregational churches, who live in our
vicinity, hav6 been brought to embrace believer's baptifm by iip-

inerfion.

Here permit me to mention an indance of the converfion of a
man who was about fifty five years old. He had early been
taught the idea of infant fprinkling, which he fiill retained. Yet,

living in our vicinity, he conllantly attended our meetings ; but
was a ftranger to heart felt religion. The attention commenced.
Baptifmal occafions were frequent; on which I often made fome
remarks lelative to the inftitution. It gave him dilagreeable

feelings ; yet he faid but little. However, his difalTedion in-

creafed. On the 29th of March, 1807, 1 preached from Adls ii.

4T, 42, it being a baptifmal and communion occafion. The man
was greatly difpleafed. He refolved to fearch the B ble for paf-

fages with which he might confute me ; but in reading he found
himfelf to be a loft and ruined finner. The agitation of his mind
began to arife from another fource. He felt his fin, and that guilt

lay on his foul At length the fcene was changed The Lord
appeared and filled his heart with joy. He continued for a while

rejoicing in the glory of God ; but foon the duty of family prayer

appeared to his mind. The crofs was great ; yet viewing it

a duty, he took it up ; then all was calmnefs, joy, and love. The
next duty which called his at'tention was that of baptifm, which
had not yet been fettled in his mind. For information, he refolv-

ed to go to no man, but to the Bible only. In reading that, he
was convinced the ancient Chriftians did immerfe. He, confe-

qnently, prei'ented himfelf to the church, and was received. We
then ivent doivn both into the ivater ; and I baptised him. And nvhen

We liyere (ome up out of the luater, he went on his ni'ay rejoicings and
has ever fince given fatisfailory evidence of a real change. May
the glory be given to that God who makes the nvrath of man to

praife him.

There is a religious foclety in Weftfield, whofe meeting houfe

is 47 miles weft of ours, into which the work has alfo/pread.

They, being deftitute of a minifter, attended our meetings^ which
appeared to be bleffed to the awakening of the brethren and con-

vi(ftion of finners. They requefted me to attend an evening lec-

ture with them., I accordingly appointed a time, and w'ent.

This was a good time. The a(Iembly was truly folemn ; and fome
manifefted great diftrefs on the account of fm. I appointed to

rneet with them again the week following, which I alfo did. The
work increafed, and converts began to multiply. Evening con-

ferences were appointed, which I frequently attended. The good
Lord appeared to be gracious to this people.

On the 13th of February I attenc' d, preached, and br:ptiz-

ed 4 perfons. The Lord was there of a truth. At another time

I baptized one ; and on the fourth of March I preached and bap-
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lized 7. At this time elder David Hulburd of Rutland attended.

After which, he tarried feveral days, and preached, prayed, and
e*liorted from houfe to houfe. They continued to attend

our Sabbath d^y meetings, from which many have manifefted

their firll imprellions. We intermixed our evening meetings as

far as was confident. Elder Hulburd foon after vifited them
again, whofe coming was like that of Titus. At this time he
tarried with them two Sabbaths ; preached and baptized to the

great acceptance of the people, and (as we have reafon to believe)

to the good of fouls. In April, he moved his family into the

ptace, where he ftill continues as their minffter. The work went
on in a marvellous manner, and 61 were added to the church.

The alteration which the revival of religion has effetfled in this

place is truly aftonifhing, and calls for our grateful praifes. It

manifefts the glory of God, and carries the moft clear convidioa
of the good effe6ts of religion on fociety.

Some mercy drops have likewife fallen in White Hall, a town
adjoining us on tlie north. The benign ii;fluences of the Holy
Spirit have reached them, and fome have been called out of dark-

nefs into God's marvellous light. There have been 12 added to

the Baptift church in that place.

From a view of the above ftatement it appears, that 169 ha\%
been added to the three churches fince the commencement of this

revival. During which, fmners have been converted, backfliders

reclaimed, and faints made joyful in the houfe of prayer. O 1

may Zion's King go forth from conquering to conquer, till the

earth fhall be filled with his glory !

I remain yours, very affedionately, in gofpel bonds,

SAMUEL ROWLEY.

ANECDOTE OF A SAiLOR.

MR. PRATT, in the fecond volume of his Gleanings, relates aa
aflPecling anecdote of a failor on board the Venerable, the Ihip in

which Admiral Duncan commanded the fleet in the adlion

againft the Dutch, off Camperdov/n. He received the account
from Dr. Duncan, Lord Duncan's chaplain and relative, who, in

the adlion, afllfted the furgeon and his mate in binding up the

wounds, and amputating the limbs of the unfortunate fufferer^.

" A mariner," fays the Dodor, " of the name of Covey, was
brought down to the furgery deprived of both his legs ; and
it was neceffary, fome hours after, to amputate ftill higher.
" 1 fuppofe," faid Covey, with an oath, " thofe fciflbrs will fiuifU

the bufmefs of the ball, mafter mate " Indeed, my brave fel-

low," cried the furgeon, " there is fome fear of it." '* Well, nev-
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cr mind," faid Covey, " I have loft my legs to be Aire, and may-
hap may lofe my life ; but," contrniied he, with a dreadful oat,h,
** we have beat the Dutch ! we have beat the Dutch I fo Til even
have another cheer for it : Huzza ! huzza !"

Tliis anecd^e is rendered more interefting ftill, by fome prror

and fabfequent circumftances attending this poor milor. Covejf

was a good feaman, and noticed among his fhip mates for his in-

trepidity ; but he was preeminent in fm, as well as in courageous
actions. About a fortnight before the EngliCh fell in with the

Dutch fleet, he dreamed that they were in an engagement, in

which both his legs were fhot off, and that he was out of his mind.
The dream made this courageous feamen tremble, and fometimei
attempt to pray ; but^ not liking to retain God in his thoughts,

he endeavoured to obliterate the impreffions from bis memory,
and the recollection of his fins from his confcience, by drinking

and blafphemous intercourfe with the {hip*s company. His efforts^

however, were in vain. The thoughts of his fins, of God, and of
death, haraffed his ni?iid day and night, and filled him with
gloomy forebodings of what awaited him in this world and in

the next, till the fight of the Dutch fleet, and their converfa-

tion with each other conc&rning the heroic achievements they

fliould perform, difpelled the gloomy fubjedl from his mind. As
the two fleets were coming into action, the noble Admiral, to fave

the lives of his men, ordered them to lie flat on the deck, till, being

nearer the enemy, their firing might do the more execution. The
Dutch fhips at this time were pouring their broadfides into the

Venerable, as fiie paffed down part of the Dutch fleet, in order to

break their line. This ftout hearted and wicked Covey, having

loft all the imprefllons of his former reflexions, heaped in rapid

fuccefllon the moft dreadful imprecations on the eyes, and limbs,

and fouls, of what he called his cowardly fhipmates, for lying

down to avoid the ball of the Dutch. He refufed to obey the

order till, fearing the authority of an officer not f;ir from him, he

in p-art complied, by leaning over a cafk, which ftood near, till the

y^ord of command was given to fire. At the moment of rifing, a

bar-fliot carried away one of his legs and the greater part of the

other; but, fo inftantaneous was the ftroke, though he was fenfi-

ble of fomething like a jar in his limbs, he knew not that he had"
loft a leg till his ftump came to the deck, and he fell. When his

legs were amputated higher up, and the noife of the battle had
ceafed, he thought of his dream ; and expedted, that as one part

of it was fulfilled, the other would be fo too. Indeed, cOnfider-

ing the pain of amputating and drefliuL'; both legs, and the agita-

tion of his mind from fearing the full accomplifliment of hrs

dream, it appears next to a miracle that he retained his reafon in

the moft perfeft ftate ; but this was to be explained to him at a fu^.

ture period. Some time after, he came out of Haflar hofpital, ca-

pable of walking by means of two wooden legs and twa crutches ;
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feut his fpifitjs were forely dejefled, from fearing that, as his fins

had brought upon him the judgments of God in the lofs of his

limbs, they would bring it upon him in the lofs of his reafon, and

tfee lofs of his foOl.

Having heard of Orange Street Chapel, Portfeaj he came on

the firll fabbath evening after his leaving the hofpital. The text

that evening was Mark v. 15, " And they come to Jefus, and fee

him that was polTeired with the devil, and liad the legion, fitting,

a-nd clothed, and in his right mind." The minifter rcprefented

this demoniac as a fit emblem of finners in general ; but efpecially

of thofe who live without rule and order, drunkards, blafphemers,

and injurious to themfelves and others ; but his fitting at the feet

of Jefus clothed, and in his right mind, as an engaging reprefenta-

tion of the finner converted to God by the gofpel, made fenfible of

the evil of fin, the value of his foul, and the neceflity of falvnt.ion

through a crucified P.?deemer ; enjoying peace of mind, having

fellowlhip with Chrift and his people, fubmitting to the authority

of the fcriptures, and receiving inftrudions from Chrift the Friend

of finners. Covey liftened with attention and furprife ; wondered
Iiow the minifter fhould know him among fo many hundred peow

pie ; or who could hate told him his charad-er and ftate of mind.
His aftonifliment was ftill more incrcafed when he found him de-

fcribe, as he thought, the whole of his life, and even his fecret fins.

He could not, account for it, why a minifter fhould make a fermon
all about him, a poor, wooden legged failor. His fins being

brought afrefti to his mind, filled him with horrors tenfold more
gloomy than before. Defpair for fome minutes took a firm hold
on his fpirits ; and he thought he was now going out of his mind,
Ihould die and be loft ; till the minifter declared Jefus Chrift was
as willing to fave the vileft of finners, as he was to relieve this

poor creature pofTeffed of the devil ; and that a man was reftored

to his right mind when he believed in him. He now began to

underftand the true interpretation of his dream. He thought he
had been out of his mind all his life, and that to love and ferve

Jefus Chrift would be a reftoration to his right fenfes again. He
was now almoft overwhelmed with pleafure. While hearing of
the aftonifhinglove of Jefus Chrift to finners, hope took the place

of defpair, and joy of grief and horror ! Thofe eyes, which had
never fhed a tear when he loft his legs, nor when the fhattered

parts of his limbs were amputated, now wept in copious ftreams,

flowing from ftrong fenfotions of mingled joy and forrow !

Some weeks after this, he called and related to me the whole of
his hiftory and experience. He was furprifed to find that I had
never received any information about him at the time the fermon
Was preached, which fo exaftly met his c jfe. Something more
than twelve months after this time, he was received a member of
our church, having given fatisfaftory evidences of being a genuine
and confiftent Chriftian. A few weeks fmce, hearing he was ill.
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I went to vifit him. When I entered his room, he faid, " Come
in, thou man of God ! I have been longing to fee you, and to tell

you the happy ftate of my mind. I believe I lhall foon die
;
but,

death now has no terrors in it. The iHng of death is fm, but
thanks be to God, he has given me the vi(51ory through Jefus

Chrift. I am going to heaven ! O 1 what has Jefus done for

me, one of the vileft fmners of the human race A little before

he died, when he thought himklf within a fe-<v hours of dUfolu-

tion, he faid, " I have often thought it was a hard thing tu die,

but now I find it a very eafy thing to die. The prefence of Chrift

makes it eafy. The joy I feel from a fenfe of the love of God to

finners, from the thought of being with the Saviour, of being free

from a fmful heart, and of enjoying the prefence of God forever,

is more than I can exprefs ! O, how different my thoughts of

CoJ, and of myfelf, and of another world, from what they were
"when I loft my precious limbs on board the Venerable ! It was a
precious lofs to me ! If I had not loft my legs, I (hould perhaps /

have loft my foul !" With elevated and clafped hands, and with

eyes gliftening with earneftnefs, through the tears which flowed

dawn his face, he iiiid, ** O my dear minifter, I pray you, wlien I

am dead, to preach a funeral fermon for a poor fiilor ; and tell

others, efpecially failors, who are as ignorant and as wicked as I

was, that poor, blafpheming Covey found mercy with God,
through faith in the blood of Chrift ! Tell them, that fmce 1 have

found mercy, none that feek it need to defpair. You know better

than I do what to fay to them. But, O ! be in earneft with

them ; and may the Lord grant that my wicked neighbours and
fellow failors may find mercy as well as Covey 1" He faid much
more; but the laft wor^s he uttered were " Hallelujah, Halle-

lujah [^Evan, Mag.

Candid Reafons for renouncing the Sentiments of the

Pcedobaptifts, and joining the Baptifts : addreffed

to the Rev. Mr. Knapp of Weflfield.

Reverend Sir,

WITH that becoming deference v/hich I owe to yourfelf, the

church and people over whom you are placed as a paftor, I defire

to prefent to you. and through you to them, a fliort account of my
joining the church called Poedobapiift, and fome of the principal

reafons why I now afk for a difmiflion from that, and a recom-

mendation to the Baptift church.

I lliall not prefume, ror will it be expcvfled, that I fliould attempt

a minute defcription of the errors of the former, or the evidences -

in favour of the latter. My prefent objetfl:, and all 1 wifli, is, in a

candid and open manner (without cafting any refleflions) to dif-
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charge the duties which I owe to the fociety at large, to the church
with whom 1 have covenanted, and, as I hun)bly hope, to that

Bein'T to whom we mull all foon render an account of the deeds

done here in the body.

There have been three particular feafons in my life, when the

great concerns of . eternity lay with fpecial weight on my mind.
One about twenty years, one about ten years, and one about a year

and ci half ago. At each of thele feafons, efpecially the laft, I

felt it my duty publicly to acknowledge my belief in Chrift, and
frinndfhip to his caufe. After fome confiderable reading and re-

fJeftion, together with the counfel and advice offome perfons whom
I highly venerated, and on attending to the metaphor of the olive

tree, as dated in the iith of Romans, I felt my mind comfort-
ably fatlsfied that the Abrahamic covenant, as itrefpeded children,

though varied as to the feal, was Hill continued. And from fome
other paiL^ges of fcripture ; fuch as, " He fhall fprinkle many na-,

tions,'' " I will fprinkle clean water on you," &c. together with
fuch as reprefent the neceffiny of being fprinkled with the blood of
Chriit, feemed to fettle my mind, that fprinkling was tlie mod
proper and fignificant mode. Accordingly, on the 29th Dec.

1805, by myrequeft, I was propounded to become a member of
the Congregational church in this place ; and on the 5th Jan. 1806,
after giving my affent to the confeflion of faith, and beii^g, as I then
fuppofed, baptized, was admitted into the church covenant relation.

And here I am willing to confefs, that in my daily walk and
converlation I have come fo fiir fnort of the rules of the gofpel, fuch
as, ** Let your light fo Ihine befoie men, that they, feeing your good
works, may glorify your Fatlier which is in heaven," that I fear
I have often been a {tumbling block in the way of finners.

I am fenfible, that to many it will appear ftrange, and perhaps
to fome incompatible with an honeft heart, that a perfon of my
age, having been brought up with Baptift people, and frequently
hearing their fentiments ftated ; then living with Pcedobaptift peo-
ple, and attending their meetings for ten years, I Ihould not get
eftablillied in my religious fentiments.

And here I am willing agviin to acknowledge, that I feel myfelf
not only to have been in an error, but in fome m.eafure guil-

ty ; having been too much influenced by authors, and per-
fons of my acquaintance, for whom I enterta'in fentiments of great
refpeft ; not to fay my neareft earthly friend.

And no being hut the Searcher of all hearts can witnefs to the
trials I have been wading through. Confidering my local fitua-

tion, and many circumftances which might be named, and which
may be eafily conjedured, it has fometimes almoft made me
fmk. For foon after forming my church relation, I began to

query and doubt the correftnefs of my proceedings ; and thefc.

doubts have ever fmce (except fome fhort intervals) been increaf-

ing. All this time, until of late, I have endeavoured to conceal
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thefe exercifes of mind, from even my bofom friend, fearing, thati

to divulge them, might prove injurious to the peace of my family
and fociety, and perhaps to the caufe of religion. But I am coii'

minctd thai compliance with dulyy is the tvay to happinefs ; and that, in

a fcripture fenfe, we muft be willing to part with all fur Chrift,

'*If any man come to me, (faid Jefus) and hate not his father, and
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and fifters, yea, and
his own life alfo, he cannot be my difciple. And whofoever doth
not bear his crofs, and come after me, cannot be ray difciple.'*

Luke xxiv. 26, 27.

In things of this kind we are amenable, not to man, but to God.
The light and evidence which I hope has been given to me from
the word and Spirit of God, has fo convinced me of my former
error and prefent duty, that I am conftrained (and I hope I am
not afhamed) to publicly make it known, that I believe the Baptift

fentiments to be moft agreeable to the mind and will of Chrift, and
conformable to the apoftolic pra6tice ; that believers, and they

only, are the proper fubjeds of baptifm ; and that baptifm by
immerfion only is the proper mode. I do believe that John, the

forerunner of Chrift, was the firft adminiftrator, and that all who
went to him to be baptized were required to make it .raanifeft in a

judgment of charity, that they did exercife faith and repentance ;

and upon fo doing were admitted to baptifm. See Matt. iii. 6.

** And were baptized of him in Jordan confejfing their jins.^* And
Luke i. 16, " And many of the children of llrael (hall he turn to

the Lord their God." And ver. 17. *' And he fhall go before

him in the fpirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fa-

thers to the children, and the difobedient to the wifdom of the juft ;

to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." How could this

people be faid to confefs their fms, become juft, be made ready and
prepared for the Lord, unlefs they were real believers ?

I would recommend it to all who are defirous'of knowing the

truth, to read with attention, and without prejudice, the 3d chap,

of Matt. I believe that John's preaching was the dawning of the

gofpel difpenfation, or as Mark exprelfes it in his firft chapter, " The
beginning of the gofpel of Jefus Chrift the Son of God." " The
law and the prophets were until John." I believe that the apof-

tles praclifed baptifm in the fame mode, and to hopeful believers

only ; and that that Saviour, who condefcended to veil his divinity

in humanity, did fnndify the ordinance of baptifm, by going down
into the river Jordan, and being (overwhelmed, plunged) baptiz-

ed by John ; thus, (if I may ufe the expreftion) Jetting a divine feal

vpon the ordinance. For when he came up out of the water, the Spirit

defcended like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven,

faying, " This is my beloved Son^ hear ye him.'* Obferve, each Pe;^-

fon in the adorable Trinity bearing teftimony. And now it be-

comes us to hear the words of Chrift. And in his laft will and

teftament he fays^ " Go ye into all the world and preach the gof-
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pel to every creature ; he that believeth and is baptized ftiall be

Caved, but he that believeth not ftiall be damned—Teaching them
to obferve all things whatfoever I have commanded you," &c.

Obfcrve, Whatfoever things I have commandedyou. As we are jiot-to

lake any thing from the word of God, fo we are not to add anj

thing to it, by fubjl'ttut'mg a different mode for that which Chrif^

has inJiitutLd ; and not to rejedl the counfel of God againft our-

felves, by refufing to comply with his commands. I think that

whoever will read with a candid, unprejudiced, and prayerful at-

tention, the Evangelifts and the Ads of the Apoftles, muft fee,

that faith and repentance are every where ftated as a previous

quali6cation to baptifm.

As to what is faid refpedting our blefTed Saviour's taking little

thildren into his arms, &c. I confider as giving inftruclion to his

difciples that they muft exercife a childlike temper of heart.

" Verily I fay unto you, whofoever ftiall not receive the kingdom
of God as a little child, ftiall not enter therein. Certainly it could

not mean baptifm, for Chrift did not baptize any himfelf. As to

the feveral houfeholds being baptized, I do not conceive that it

gives any evicj^nce in favour of baptizing infants ; for it is natural

to fuppofe, that amongft the great numbers that were baptized,

there might be houfeholds where all were adults. If we look

round among our acquaintance, we may ^ery readily find fuch
families. There are two occur to my mind, which are mentioned ia

fcripture. See John iv. 53, &c. The nobleman, after having his

fon healed, believed in God with all his houfe. Ads x. 2. Cor-
nelius feared God with all his houfe. And I thi»ik the jailor

might alfo be named. Certain it is, that faith and repentance

are conftantly mentioned as being required of thofe who come to

the ordinance of baptifm ; and I do not know of a fingle paffage

which warrants the admiflion of any, but fuch as give hopeful
evidence of fuch a qualification.

In my deliberations I have not been forgetful of the confeflioa

of faith which I alfented to, and folemn covenant I entered into

with the church. The firft, (if I know my own heart) I now
heartily affent to ; and the fecond I fully approve of, if fupported
according to the rules of Chrift. But being convinced, for my-
felf, that I have been in an error, I feel conftrained to afk for a
difmiflion.

Without making any comments on the fubjed of difcipline, I

leave it to the confciences of thofe concerned
;

affirming, that,

although I am ftill of my former opinion, that fuch diverfions as

were laft winter countenanced by fome of the members of the

church, are contrary to the fpirit of the gofpel, yet that that is

not the ground of my prefent proceeding.

I am fenfible that it is not uncommon for perfons, who chancre
their fentiments, to exercife an^injuftifiable fpirit of crimination
towards thofe from whom they diflent ; bat I hope this is not.
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and never may be, the temper of my heart. I have every reafon to

believe that there are many Chriftians among the Poedobaptift peo-

ple. Wbp are not, is not ior me to determine. Let all who pro-

fefs to be Chriilians, and have hope in Chrift, examine the founda-

tion of their hope, remembering, that the time is rapidly ap-

proaching, when every £iife refuge will be deftroyed ; that they,

and they only, who are clad with the righteoufnefs of Chrift, and
have on the wedding garment, will be able to ftand.

'

And now I make no claim to the good opinion or charity of
any perfon ; but I have this to i^>y, whatever opinion any may
form of me, let them not judge haltily, fpeak lightly, or think ia-

dtlFerently of thefe things
;
remembering, that each muft give ac-

count for himfelf.

BENJAMIN HASTING.
WcJIfidd, June 2 1, 1807.

REMARKABLE REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN VIR-
GINIA.

I£xtra6l of a Letter from the Rev. Obadiah B. Brown,
to the Rev. Mr. Clay, in Bofton, dated Waftiington

City, Nov. 25, 1807.

Dear Brother,

FROM the ftiort acquaintance I had with you m Newark,
laft fall, you may think it ftrange that I fhould prefume to addrefe

you ; but when you learn that it is to inform you, and through

you, the friends of Zion in general, (fliould you think it worthy

a place in the Magazine publifhed in Bofton) of the remarkable

revival of religion in Weftmoreland county, Virginia, I trufl; it will

not be ungrateful. If the angels of heaven rejoice over one re-

turning prodigal, furely the faints of God on earth, participants

of the fame grace, muft break forth into fongs of gladnefs, when
multitudes flock to Zion and confefs the name of Jefus. The
work which I allude to Is carried on under the miniftry of our

dear brother, Toler. I cannot give you a better account of it

than is contained in the following extrad of a letter written by him
to one of our brethren in this city, which I copy verbatim from

;he original.

« IVeJlmoreland, (Vir.) Oa. 26, 1807.
** Very dear Friendj

" The revival of religion here has exceeded every thing of

the kind I have known in laiter days. It began in June, 1 8c6,

and fmce the fir ft of the following m.onth I have baptized 418,

within the bounds of one church, chiefly white people, from the ages

©f 12 to 78. It has been quite al^oaifaing to fee how the people
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would prefs to hear the word of God, and what divine efFedls it

has had on them ; to hear the experiences of the candidates for

baptifm ; to fee the efFeds of that ordinance adminiftered, and the

lively happy ftate of the church, which is now about 670 in

number.
" It is my manner to take all the fubjedls of baptifm in one

line into the water at once going in, by which means I baptized

a hundred at one time in about three quarters an hour. As I

baptized them, they were led out in fmall companies. 1 cannot

inform you, in a (hort letter, of many circumftances which have

happened in this revival, which might be pleafing. Many thanks

are due to the God of all grace for fuch wonders of redemption

difplayed among us, a poor fmful people. May the glory of his

knowledge fooa cover the earth.

« I am, &c. H. TOLER.'*

O, that it may pleafe the Lord to extend the work far and
wide, till it ftiall become univerfal !

The ftate of religion in this city is not very flourifhing, though,
bleffed be God, we are not totally forfaken. I came from New-
ark to this place upon invitation of the church, the latter part cf

February laft. The laft of May I was ordained paltor of the

church, which then confifted of twenty eight members. It has
pleafed the Lord to increafe the number to thirty nine, who ap-

pear generally to be united in love. The din of politics, and the

commotion of nations appear to engrofs the minds of moll: perfons

in this metropolis, efpecially during the convention of congrefs,

to fuch a degree, that few appear to think much of Jefus Chrift

and his falration. Being deprived, in a great meafure, of the means
of religious intelligence, which I formerly enjoyed, I am defirous

of becoming a fubfcriber to the " MafTachufetts Baptift Miffionary

Magazine." I truft you will be fo obliging as to give me infor-

mation in what way the numbers can be procured. It is probable
I could obtain feveral fubfcribers to the work among our brethren
in this city, which would be an advantage to us, if of no material
account to the focLcty, could the channel of communication be
opened. The extrad: from brother Toler's letter, being interefting

to the children of God, is communicated with a defire that it may
appear in that work, with fuch remarks as you may think proper
to fubjoin. With due regard,

I am, Sir, your friend,and brother,

O. B. BROWN.
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Biographical Sketch of Richard Defens^ Efq,

Who died Sept. 20, 1807, aged 86 years.

Goon men, though dead, speak
to the hvinghy tlieir example, whea
it is exhibited for their instruction

and imitation. Wilh this view we
write the following sketch :

Richard Devens, Esq. was
born in Charlestown, Sept. 1721.

Of his ancestors, and the early part
of his life, we have little informa-
tion, except what we derive from
his last will and testament. In this

instmrnent he informs us, that he
had to strugg-le with " great and un-
speakable troubles,** and that he
was left in a peculiar sense a child

of Pro^^dence, and dependent on
his care. By the blessing of God,
however, on liis industry, he soon
rose from his depressed circumstan-

ces, first to a state of comfort, and
afterward to a state of affluence

;

and his prosperity continued till his

death.
From a native strength of mind,

quick discernment, careful obser-

vation, upvigh'^ness of character, and
commendable liidustry, Mr. Devens,
without the advantages of educa-

tion, became qualified to fill, with
usefulness and- reputation, many
offices of honour and trust in the

town and commonwealth. Previous

to the American revolution, and at

different periods alterward, he sus-

tained the offices of Selectmari, Over-

seer of the Poor, Justice of the

Peace, Treasurer and Representa-

tive of the Town, and President and
Director of Bridge and other Cor-

porations and Societies. He was a

member of the gene"al court at that

critical and anxious period of pub-

lic affal'-s in 17/4, in those " times

wliich tried men's souls," when they

resolved themselves into a provin-

cial congress ; was an active mem-
ber of that confidential body of men,
the Committee of Safety ; and after-

Ward was appointed Commissary

General of the state of Massachu-
setts, in the year 1775, and was an«

nually rechosen to that responsible

office so long as it was continued.

As a h\isband, parent and friendj

he was affectionate and kind ; as a-

counsellor in difficulties, wise and.

faithful ; as a pati-iot, ardent, in-

trepid and active, especially in th»
early part of our revolution ; as a
public officer, upright and useful

;

as a Christian and a father to the.,

poor, eminent and distinguished.

As a Christian, Mr. Devens was a
pillar in the church ofwhich he war
a member ; a cheerful and liberal

supporter of the gospel ministry ; a
coPistant and devout attendant on
public worship, and the ordinances
of religion. In faith he \vas a dis-

ciple of the old school. He em-
braced, as the truth of God, the doc-

trines of grace, as they are summed
up in the Assembly's Catechism

;

for these doctrines he was ever a
firm advocate. He walked in the

old paths," which he deemed
" the good way." The doctrines,

wliich he so firmly believed, and the
efficacy of which we trust he felt ia

the renewal and sanctificatiqn of his

own heart, forn>ed the basis of all

liis hopes of future happiness, and
prompted him in tlie clischarge of
his Cliristian duties of piety and be-
nevolence. His good works were
the fruit and evidence of his faith r

not the ground of his justification;

before God. No man ever appear-,

ed to have a deeper sen^e of the de-
pravity of his own heart, of the de-
fects in his Christian Kfe, and of the
worthlessness of his own righteous-

ness, than he entertained. His own
striking words, which are copied"

from that solemn instrument, his

last will and testament, follow : " I

recommend my soul to Him who
ga.ve it ;

hayhig no one reccoraraeni-
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ing qualification of my own, all my
righteousness being but " filthy

rags," through a total moral deprav-

ity of heart, the whole of my con-

duct being stained with spiritual pol-

lution. I rest my hope of justifica-

tion and resurrection to eternal life

wholly on the mercy ofGod, through
the m«rit and intercession of a glo-

rious Saviour, Jesus Christ." This
recious Saviour, we ti-ust, he em-
raced in the arms of faith, with

lively joy ; and being spared, as was
the pious Simeon, to a very ad-

vanced age, he could no doubt on
good grounds say with him, ** Now,
£ord, lettest thou thy servant depart
in peace, for mine eyes have seen
thy salvation."

The other distinguishing feature

In his character, his beneficence to

the poor, v/hich appears to have
been the fruit of his Christian faith,

is particularly worthy of our notice

and imitation. In respect to his

feelings and conduct towards the

poor generally, and to the widows
and fatherless particularly, he ap-

pears to have taken for his pattern,

that eminent sei*vant of the Lord,
Job, in the days of his prosperity.

Like him, he " delivered the poor
that cried, and the fatherless, and
him that had none to help him.
The blessing of him that was ready
to perish came upon him, and he
caused the widow's lieart to sing

for joy. He was eyes to the blind,

and feet to the lame. He was a fa-

ther to the poor, and the cause which
he knew not he searched out." In

consequence, " when the ear heard
him, then it blessed him, and when
the eye saw him, it gave witness to

him." His known charities to the
poor and unfortunate, and his con-

tributions to various religious and
other useful purposes, were remark-
ably liberal ; and as he was anxious

that his left hand should not know
what his right hand did, we have
reason to conclude that his private

charities, which will never be known
till proclaimed at the day of judg-
ment, were not inconsiderable.

There was one species of charity,

tho most valuablQ »ud fruitful of

benefit to the souls of men, of al-

most any other, and which he pur-

sued to a great extent ; and that is

the purchase and dispersion of Bi-

bles, and religious books and tracts,

among the poor in various parts of

New England, particularly in the

frontier settlements. Tlie number
of books thus distributed at his ex-
pense can never probably be esti-

mated. It is presumed, from what
is known, that the number would
much exceed 100,000. God gave
him the means to do good, and
with the means a heart to employ
them in his service, for the benefit

of his fellow men. His active be- •
nevolence continued to the day of
his death. Rarely has a man died,

at his advanced age, whose loss

is so extensively and sensibly felt.

But he ceases not to be useful now
that he is in his grave. A liberal

portion of the means he employed
in doing good while he lived are left

in his will to operate in the same
way now that he is gone. Eight
bank shares of the United States

Bank are bequeathed to the use of
the poor of his native town, and an
handsome sum to four religious so-

cieties, for the purpose of aiding in

propagating the gospel.*

Such a noble example of industry

in business, of fidelity in office, of
Christian piety and beneficence, it

is hoped, will animate otliers, whom
God hath blessed with talents and
wealth, to " go and do likewise."
" Blessed are the dead, who die

in the Lord ; from henceforth they
rest from their labours, and their

works do follow them."

• To the fund of the Baptist Edu-
cation Society,for the purpose of edu-
cating piouSi indigent youth for the

gospel ministry, ten shares in the Fire

and Marine Insurance Corporation in

Boston. To the Connecticut Mission-

ary Society, ten shares. To the Mas-
sachusetts Missionary Society, ten

shares. To the Hampshire Mission-

ary Society, ten shares of the same
stock.

I
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Character of Rev. William Vanhome,

From a Philadelphia paper.

Died, in Pittsburg-, Pennsylvania, on Saturday evening, the 31st of
October, 1807, the Rev. William Vaxhorne, a. m. in the 61st year of
his age. This venerable clerg-yman was pastor of the BajTtist church in

Southampton, Bucks county, from the year 1772 till 1785, when he remov-
ed to take charge of the Baptist church in Scotch Plains, Essex county.
New Jersey, where he continued as their faithivl minister until the autumn
of the same year, when he with Mrs. Vanhome and family were induced
to undertake a journey to the state of Ohio, with a view of a settlement on
a plantation which he had purcliased in that country. Previous to the
commencement of this journey, he was languishing under a dropsical

complaint : this, on his reaching Pittsburg, confined him to his bed ; a
mortification of the parts ensued, of which he died. His remains were
respectfully interred on the next Lord's day. This mournfu levent was
peculiarly distressing, in a strange place, to his widow and only son, and
six amiable daughters, who were w itnesses of his afliictions and exit.

The attentions shewn them by the inhabitants of Pittsburg were general,

kind, and sympathetic. The family, after a few days, pursued their

journey.
Mr. Vanhorne received his classical education in a private academy in

Philadelphia county, and was afterwards admitted to the honorary degree
of master of arts in the college of Rhode Island. During the revolution-

ary war of this country, he was chaplain to one of the brigades of the state

of Massachusetts, and a member for Bucks county, of that convention

which met in this city, for framing the first civil constitution for this com-
monwealth. He^ maintained his American republican principles till his

death. As a husband, father, friend and companion, he was justly ad-

mired. In private and public life his deportment was uniformly correct.

His views of religion were evangelical, and he was a faithful preacher of

the doctrines of the cross. In short, his domestic virtues, his philantlu'o-

phy, his patriotism, and his zeal for divine truth, would afford a more am-
ple foundation for unaffected eulogiura, than tlie writer of this memoir
thinks suitable for a newspaper.

** His God sustained him in his final hour J'* R.

ELEGY ON THE DEATH OF BROTHER LEMUEL COVELL.

Hail, sacred Muse ! Inspire a female pen
With flowing numbers, and a lofty strain.

To sing of Covell's late, untimely fall

;

A shining light, removed from Zion's wall.

And sunk in night : Darkness involves the poles.

And a broad gloom o'erwhelms our weeping souls :

Scarce can we hope an equal orb will rise.

Since his bright soul has pass'd the lower skies :

2ion stands trembling ; all her pillars moum ;

Her richest dust lies hisl in Covell'Surn.

Let gloomy cypress weaA'e a mournful shade.

And bending willows hang their drooping heads «

Around the spot where his dear body lies.

In distant lands, beneath inclement skies.
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No warlike arts, nor deeds of martial fame,

^Of sanguinary heroes, stain his name :

Not all the honours of a tented field

Could add a charm, or one new lustre yield

To Covell's worth. Religion's vot'ry shines

In difl'rentAvreaths, wrought out by skill divine.

Meek, mild, intelligent, and full of love

—

His office sacred, giv'n him from above.

Nature and grace their richest gifts bestow'd,

To adorn the man, and form the saint of God :

He seem'd design'd, by the Almighty hand.
To sound the gospel trumpet through the land.

His deep discernment, and his ready wit.

And native eloquence pronounce him fit

Jo spread the tidings of salvation round.
That heatlien lands might hear the glorious sound.
His worth wellknovvn, his bretlu'en sent him forth

To preach the gospel in the distant north.

It seem'd God crown'd lus labours with success.
To spread tlie gospel in the wilderness :

Likfi Paul, he planted chm-ches, andordain'd
Elders, who might the truth maintain ;

To feed the flock, and daily bring to view.
From God's great treasure-house, things, old and new.

His great success charm'd all his brethi-en so.

Again he's call'd—again submits to go.

Where superstition rear'd its horrid head.
And ignorance and witchcraft terrors spread :

Seditious murm'rin^s through the village ran

—

Infernal rage and malice Icdthe van :

Th' unbury'd hatchet, and the bloody knife.

Proclaim the onset of approaching strife.

CovELL arrives!—but not with sounding car.

Nor legions, train'd in all the arts of war.
Waiting the dread command to, strike the blow.

To lay usurping chiefs and warriors low.

Alone, unarm'd, this heav'nly champion stood,

Unaw'd by savages, who thirst for blood ;

Meekness and love adorn'd his steady brow.
While truth encircled, like the radiant bow.
Persuasive eloquence, like summer show'rs.

Fall soft and sweet, but with resistless pow'rs :

He queird the clamours of the murd'rous clan ;

Taught tliem, that love to God, and love to man.
Were sacred virtues, and surpassing far

The honours gain'd by fierce, unnat'ral war.
Heav'n lent its aid t' assist a mortal hand

Peace to restore, and ordei', through the land :

submissive warriors, bending, pardon crave ;

To prove they were sincere, the triple wampum gave,

(Emblem of peace) by Coveltl's hand they send.

Who gladly bears it to his anxious friends.

His friends receive with joy the peaceful sign ; ^
Enraptur'd hearts in solemn praises join C

T' adore the pow'r and bless the hand diviiie )
That could perform such wonders ; could control

The fiercest passions of the savage soul.

Sure infidels must stand amaz'd, and own
The gospel has a pow'r to them unknown :
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Own 'twas !its gentle influence that subdued
The untam*d savag-e, and the native vnAe.
Again commission'd, on his friends' behalf,

Covell provides, and bears th' appointed staff*

To the first sachem—and the box, that show*
The circle of God*s love, that does enclose
The human heart—with silver pipe is sent
To the chief warrior : but, with wise intent.

To have the tube inserted, by his hands :

The emphatic sig-n with ease he understands,
A token to confirm their wish, to join
In lasting friendship ; shew their whole desiga
Was pure benevolence to all the race.

Though darker hues spread o'er the Indian face :

Sweet charity embraces all mankind.
Her ardent zeal flows free, and unconfin'd.

But, ah ! his race of glory now is run ;

His labour's finish'd, all his work is done :

A few revolving weeks, with grief v. e find.

Ends his career, and closes his design~
Death shuts tlie scene !

Hark ! from the wilderness, of late we hear

—

The piercing sound salutes the listening ear :

Covell is dead !—the weeping churches cry :

Covell is dead!—the echoing hiUs reply.

Well may the church appear in sackcloth dress'd.

To mourn the man, the Christian and the priest.

Cheshire^ the seat of Covell's late abode.
Feels most severely the chastising rod ;

Their ardent wishes were fulfill'd awhile ;

They shar'd his labours, and enjoy'd his smile.

Alas ! too soon their pleasing prospects end ;

In vain they mourn their dear departed friend :

No pray'rs can alter or reverse the doom
That call'd the righteous from the ilk to come.
But who can paint the anguish, speak the paia

Of his lov*d partner, and lier orphan train !

Depriv'd, at once, of liusband, father, friend ;

One fatal stroke their eartlily comforts end :

The heaving bosom, and the streaming tear.

Best speak their grief—their heavy woes declare.

Must they be left, in solitude to pine I

Or, will united brethren nobly join

T' assuage the throbbings of the fester'd part,
** And staunch the bleedings of the broken heart ?"

Surely the widow^s Judge will deign to bless

Each act of kindness to the fatherless ;

Will render double for such favours shown.
To sooth the widow's and the orphan's groan.

Here stop my fancy, and reverse the theme :

Though he deserr'd our love, and high esteem,
Yet let us not contemplate Zion's fall.

Though a wide breach is made w ithin her wall

:

Jesus still lives ; the rock of ages proves

—

A firm foundation that can never move ;

Built on this rock, the church must ever stand,

Thou^'h tempests sweep, and thunder shake the land

END OF VOL. I.
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